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OUTLYING PIQUET. 

The following pages were originally written when 
in the Line, for Begimemtal Drill fukposbs only, and 
were found useful in exemplifying the general principles 
laid down in the Field Exercise Book. They are now 
offered to the Officers and Non-commissioned Officers 
of the Volunteer Service, with the wiiter^s sincere hope 
that they may be found to assist them, both, in learning 
themselves, and instructing their companies in this 
most important branch of military duty. 

G. H. GBEAVES. 

Liverpool, 

Febt. 1861. 



OUTPOST AND SENTRY DRILL. 

The company ordered to take post as an Outlying 
Piquet will move to the ground it is to occupy in 
column of sections. Right (or left) in front. The 
Commander of the company will, at once, detach the 
left hand file of No. 1 Section to the front in double 
time, a distance of 50 yards. The right file of No. 2 
Section 50 yards diagonally to the right and front. 
The left file of No. 3 Section, 50 yards to the left and 
front, and the left file of No. 4 Section remains 50 yards 
in rear. No. 1 file "dowftfe marchJ^ Right file No. 2 
Section ^^right half turn double.'* Left file No. 3 Section 
''left half turn double:' Left file of company ''haU^ 

The advanced files act as " feelers " whose duty it is 
to examine every house, copse, enclosure, or other spot, 
likely to conceal an enemy. The instructions laid down 
for Advanced Guards apply to Ihese files in every 
particular. In case of ambush or attack the want ot 
such precaution would be seriously felt. Their general 
duties should, in a few words, be explained to the men, 
previous to their being detached. When the Company 
halts the ^'feelers'' halt and stand at ease, availing 
themselves of cover when it offers. The rear file, 
which was thrown back to preserve the communication 
with the main body^ doubles in and resumes its place. 

The advanced files remain out, as a temporary security, 
while the Piquet is forming and the chain of Sentries 
being placed ;. they must therefore keep a very sharp 
look out in the direction of their front and flanks, and 
should occupy of themselves any spot in their neigh- 
bourhood that will afford them the best view of the 
surrounding country. They will return to the Piquet 
• as soon as their front is covered by the new chain of 
Sentries, report anything they may have observed, and 
fall in on the left of the Company. A Non-commissioned 
Officer is placed in front about ten paces, to observe 
any signals made by these Sentries, 



TELLING OFF THE PIQUET. 

When the Company arriveB at its post, the Commander 
numbers the files from right to left, taking the three 
files who are in front into the number on the leftj he will 
then tell it off into three parts or "Reliefs," 1st, 2nd and 
3rd. The 1st Relief, or that third part on the right will 
furnish the requisite number of day Sentries, which are 
never so numerous as night Sentries, the overplus of 
this Relief will furnish Patrols, Escorts, &c. &o., and 
will, with the remainder of the Piquet pile arms as 
Boon as the chain of Sentries is posted, but not before. 

TO FORM THE RELIEF. 

The Commander being about six or eight paces 
in front of his Company, orders ^^No. 1 to &e Front^** 
on which No. 1 file shoulders and steps forward 
four paces, and so on until the requisite number of 
files are drawn up, when he will regularly inspect them 
and proceed. 

TO POST SENTINELS. 

The Commander placing himself about ten paces 

in front of the party, names a Non-commissoned 

OflScer to " fall in " on the right, and then gives 

the word "6y the right quick march^^ moving off himself 

in the direction of the spot where he intends his 

first Sentry to be placed, which wiU form the right 

of the chain ; on reaching this spot the Officer halts the 

party, and, carefully observing the ground and its 

locaHties, takes post on the spot he intends his Sentry 

to occupy, and, facing in such a manner that his hack 

shall be to the ground that will become the Sentinel's 

front^ orders ^^ Advance Relief^ The Non-commissioned 

Officer then orders "iVb. 1 to the fronts' ^ on which No. 1 

file takes two paces forward, and then the rear rank 

man will take a side step to the left with the lefb foot 

and a pace forward with the right foot, so as to come 

on his front rank man's left. The Non-commissioned * 

Officer, then, placing himself on the right, gives the 

order, ^^Port Arms" and moves forward witii the men, 

without any farther word, to within one pace of the 



Officer, when they halt of themselves. The Commander 
then gives a few clear and distinct orders, pointing out 
the places they are particularly to observe, and telling 
them the signals they should make. The Non- 
commissioned Officer, facing to his left, should hear and 
understand clearly every part of the orders given. 

The Commander having given the orders, faces to his 
right and moves towards the post where the next Sentry 
is to be placed, having first ordered " Shoulder Arms " 
which the Sentries obey, remaining at the shoulder until 
the Relief has passed about four paces, when they will 
order arms and stand at ease. 

The Non-commissioned Officer orders " Left Wheel — 
Quick March" and so all proceed until the chain of 
Sentries is complete. The Commander, when returning 
to his Piquet, will place single Sentries in such positions, 
between the front line and his Company, as will enable 
the Sentries in front to communicate with the Piquet by 
the appointed signals, which must be repeated by the 
single Sentries until they are answered by a Sentry, 
placed for this purpose, at the ground occupied by the 
Company. 

DAY SENTRIES. 

Are posted under cover, if possible, but in such 
positions that they may command a full view of the 
country in front, having the Sentries on their right and 
left fully in view, or, at least, the whole of the inter- 
vening ground. When necessary to make a signal, these 
Sentries wiU repeat the signal three times, when, if it 
is not noticed or answered by the connecting Sentry, 
one man must run back to the nearest party and make 
his report. 

In cases of the rapid approach of troops, or where 
delays may be dangerous, the attention of the Piquet 
must be attracted by the discharge of a rifle. 

Day Sentries need not challenge after the manner of 
Night Sentries, but when any strangers approach, they 
Vill be halted and questioned as to where they have 
come from, where liey are going to, what they have 
Been, or faiow of the enemy, and so forth; but no 
strangers must be allowed to pass dirough the chain of 
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Sentries unexamined, they must either wait under the 
view of the Sentinel until a Patrol or the Kelief oomee 
round or should the person have business with the 
Commander of the Piquet, a signal will be made by the 
Sentry. 

Flags of Truce, Deserters, or Strangers must never 
be allowed to approach suflBciently near to overlook the 
Piquets — ^to prevent this, one man will go forward to 
meet and halt them. 

NIGHT SENTEIES. 

The same rules will be observed in placing the first 
chain. The Sentries being instructed to act as follows : 

When the Officer has given the necessary orders, and 
the Non-commissioned Officer gives the word " Quick 
March,'* the rear rank man of the file posted, orders 
arms and stands at ease. The front rank man faces to 
his right, marches to his right a distance of thirty paces, 
or until he reaches the file on his right, when he will 
turn left about and move back to his comrade, halt 
and front in rear of him, and as he steps off, the 
front rank man steps into his place, and stands at 
ease ; thus they relieve each other, the one man march* 
ing off as the other halts. ' 

They will occasionally, or at regular intervals, patrol 
to the front thirty or forty yards, halt and listen carefully 
for a few seconds, the man who goes out, coming back 
and halting on his comrade's left, will take a side step 
into the spot he stood on as he moves off. 

When a chain of Night Sentries has been posted, the 
Day Sentries must be removed, for which purpose, the 
Non-commissioned Officer of the Belief wiU be dispatched 
to the nearest flank Sentry, and will proceed as follows : 

On approaching the Sentry, he will order ^^ Shoulder 
Arms" ^^Port Arms,*' enquire whether all is correct, 
give the word ^^ Shoulder Arms" right (or left) face, 
" Quick March" the rear rank man coming up on thtf 
left, and move towards the next Sentry ; when within 
six paces of him, the Non-commissioned Officer orders 
^^Hcdt," the rear rank man will fall back to his place, 
and the Non-oommissioned Officer orders as before 
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^^ Shoulder^'' and ^^PoH." The Sentry having pro- 
nounced all well, or otherwise, will get the order ^^Pasa,^* 
on which the file will move hy the right of the parly 
and come up on the left of it. The order is then given 
" Shoulder Arms," " Quick March," The Non-com- 
missioned Officer thus proceeds from one flank to the 
other, and having taken off all the Sentries, rejoins his 
Piquet and reports to his Commander previous to 
dismissing the men. 

At night, after twelve o'clock, the Piquet should not 
Pile Arms, each man should lie down or sit with his 
rifle so placed that he may instantly grasp it. 

A double Sentry will be placed about twenty or 
thirty yards in front, with orders to closely watch the 
chain of Sentries, to attentively listen to all sounds, and 
to challenge all persons who may approach him, and 
to call for the Commander of the Piquet ere he allows 
any one to pass from the front or flanks; for the 
immediate safety of the Piquet, much depends upon 
this Sentry. 

BELIEF OP SENTRIES. 

The BeHef is made to fall in, according to numbers, by 
the Senior Serjeant of the Piquet, in the manner before 
described under the eye of the Commander, who will 
then inspect the men, and march them off. The 
Serjeant or Corporal being on the right, will march 
towards the right hand Sentiy, moving to the front of 
the chain about ten paces, then wheeling to the left, will 
halt about six paces from the Sentry, oitler ^^No, 1 to the 
frontj" ^^ Sentries Port Arms" on the former order the 
named file will take two paces forward, the rear rank 
man coming up on the right, and at the latter order the 
men must move forward without ftirther orders, with 
Ported Arms, and halt within one pace of the old 
Sentries. The Non-commissioned Officer placing him- 
self so as to hear the orders given over correctly ; this 
. is a^ most important part of his duty. The Sentries 
having given over their orders and the Countersign 
receive the order " Pass" from the Non-commissioned 
Officer, both files take two side steps to their left, so 
as to clear each other. The old Sentries moving on. 
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pass round the right flank of the Belief and come up on 
the leffe, with Aims Ported. 

TheNon-commisBioned Officer gives the word ^^ Front' 
when the old Sentries are moving to their place, and 
when they are steady he will give the order ^^ShoiMer 
ArmsJ* The word ^^Eront," applies to the new Sentinel 
" Shoulder Arms/' to both old and new. 

Then, ^^Belttfby the r^ht," ''QmicIc March^'' on which 
the party moves on, and the rear rank man of the new 
file orders arms, and stands at ease; the front rank 
man &ces to his right, and steps off on his beat. 

In posting a single man, the words '^No. 1 to the 
front," are not given ; as the first man for Sentry is on 
the right of the front rank, he can move forward at th^ 
port without obstruction. 

In relieving Single Sentries, the following method 
should be observed; if the Relief consists of two ranks, 
the man first for Sentry must be on the right of the 
front rank, and when No. 1 moves out, No. 2, his rear 
rank man, steps up into his place ; the rear rank closes 
two paces to the right, the first man coming off Sentiy 
thus finds a place on the left of the rear rank. 

On No. 3 moving oufc for Sentiy, the left hand man of 
the rear rank comes up on the lei^ of the front rank, the 
rear rank closes two paces to the left ; a place is thus 
always made for the man coming off his post. 

Sentries on Out-Post Duty pay no compliments, — 
merdiy standing steady with ordered arms at attention, 
if an Officer approach to address him. 

CHALLENGING on OUT-POST DUTY. 

When a Sentry is posted, the countersign, only, is 
given to him, and no person under the rank of a Non- 
commissioned Officer is usualy entrusted with the 
Parole, which serves as a test for passing armed bodies 
inside the line. 

The moment a Sentry sees or hears any person, he 
will call out smartly ^^Haltj who comes there f " and at 
the same time bring his rifle to the "Charge," fronting' 
the party, his comrade instantly retires a few pacea 
behind him, uncovering to the right, and brings his 
rifle also to the '^Charge," if the answer is not satis* 
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feotory, the leading Sentry instantly makes ready, fires, 
and retires behind his comrade. 

If more than one individual approach the post, the 
Sentry will on all occasions command them to ^\Haltj*' 
and one man only to approach ; if there is any hesitation 
or more than one attempt to moye forward, the Sentry 
will instanlly fire. 

When the Sentry receives the answer "Eeliefi" he 
will order ^^ Stand Relief,'* ^^ Advance one and give the 
eountenign" 

Having got the correct countersign, he will order 
^Advance EeUefi" ^^AWs WeU,'' bring his arms to the 
**Port," his rear rank man coming up on his left, and 
thus await the file to relieve him. 

If answered " Patrol,*' or " Friend," the Sentries act 
as above, but must keep their eyes on the party and 
remain at the ^' Port " till it has passed. 

The words "P«»» Patrol,'* or ^^P(m Friend," are 
used instead of ''^ Advance*' which is applied to the 
Belief. 

If answered " Deserters," the Sentry directs them to 
" Ground Arms" and " Face About," his comrade runs 
back to report their numbers, &c., and a party is sent 
out fix>m the Piquet to bring them in, in the mean time 
not one of them must be allowed to move. A file of 
unarmed men comes out with the escort for the purpose 
of bringing the Deserters' arms to the Piquet. 

If answered "Flag of Truce," the Sentry that 
challenges, will halt the bearer of it at such a distance 
as will prevent his overlooking the Post in any way ; 
tiie other man runs back and passes the word to the 
Commander of the Piquets. 

If the bearer of the flag brings a despatch, or letter, 
the Officer of the Piquet receives it, gives a receipt and 
dismisses the flag without permitting any conversation. 

Should it be necessary to bring the flag to head 
quarters, the bearer must be blindfolded, that he be 
. imable to see the position, or other matters belonging to 
the camp. (Norx) Flags of Truce are generally des- 
patched and received by day, therefore these instructions 
ra&er apply to day Sentries. 

It has been previously observed, that the safety of a 
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Piquet greatly depeads upon the Sentry over the Arms 
or over the Piquet Post, he will therefore be taught to 
act as follows : — 

To challenge aU persons approaching from the front 
or flanks, thus — "^«Z^," — ^^JpTio comes there,^' — ^bring- 
ing his rifle to the " Charge." On being answered, he 
will order "Stand * * * naming the party according to 
the answer made to his challenge, and then will, with- 
out demanding the countersign, call for the Officer 
or Serjeant of the Piquet as the case may be ; 
on this call the Commander orders " Stand to your Arms'' 
and sends out a Non-commissioned Officer, and two or 
more men, according to the strength of the party, with 
flxed swords. These will pass about ten yards beyond 
the Sentry, or to within about six yards of the party, 
receive from the Non-commissioned Officer the order 
^'Halt" ''Port Arms." The Serjeant moves a few 
paces in front of his men "Ports Arms,'* and challenges 
— ''Who comes there?" coming down to the charge, 
on being answered, he orders "Stand * * " Advance 
one and give th^ countersign, having received which, 
he will order the person to "Standfast" Shoulder his 
arms and double in to the Commander, report to him 
the description of the party, and receive his orders ; as 
soon as the Non-commissioned Officer clears the front 
of his men for this purpose, they will come to the charge 
and suffer no one to move during his absence. 

On his return, if the party is to pass, he will order 
the men to "Port Arms" "On the right backward 
wheel Quick March" "Halt" and then, naming the 
party, "Advance * * " "AlVs Well^" the Sentry at this 
comes from the ready to the port. When the party 
has passed the Non-commissioned Officer and his men 
"Shoulder" and join the Piquet which will then be 
dismissed — Piling or lodging arms. 

Should a party thus approaching, be strangers to the 
Piquets, the Non-commissioned Officer sent to re- 
connoitre should not be satisfied with receiving th^ 
countersign, but should so question them as to satisfy 
himself that they are friends. 

The Commanders of parties, thus approaching the 
Piquets, should, when challenged, answer promptly — 
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I thus "Relief returning," "Patrol returning/* Escort of 

deserters, Sso. &c., in as concise a manner as possible. 
All challenging should be in a low tone, merely loud 
enough to be heard distinctly by the party adcjressed. 
! The Commander of the Piquet should visit his 

i Sentries repeatedly, he may either go with a steady 

man, or a party of men according to the Field Officer's 
instructions, and to existing circumstances. 

PATBOLS. 

Will be formed of four or more privates, with a Non- 
commissioned Officer and Officer — ^the former will move 
with one man about twenty paces in front of the party 
— ^the Officer about six paces. The parties must pro- 
ceed with the greatest caution, and should have a 
preconcerted signal, such as a whistle, a word, or even 
a motion of the rifle, so that the Sentries may know 
them at once, and siiSer them to pass without further 
delay than is necessary. 

The object of a Patrol is to go beyond the chain of 
Sentries, to attempt without observation to gain 
intelligence of the enemy, to visit the several posts of 
the Piquets, to examine all suspicious looking localitieB 
in the neighbourhood, and to be assured of the safety 
and vigilance of our own Sentries. However for drill 
purposes it is well that the Patrols should pass ohly a 
few yards in front of the Sentries, and thus give the 
latter practice in challenging. 

The instructor in Piquet Drill, should explain to his 
men the object of everything practised, quietly correct- 
ing any errors made — show them the why and wherefore 
of every move. Thus all will become willing learners, 
and prove useful and intelligent in situations where the 
individual activity and quickness of the men is so 
necessary for the safety, probably, of a whole army. No 
where are these qualities more csJled for than on "Out- 
Post Duty." At this DriU the men on whom the 
. greatest reliance can be placed will be quickly discovered. 

Place men here, others there, direct them to suppose 
themselves in this or that critical position, and ask lliem 
how they would act under the circumstances, asking 
their reasons for acting so; and most probably the 
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answers given, and remarks made may suggest to your 
mind something you had oc^erlooked. 

PATROL'S MEETING. 

The NoA^Gommissioned Officer of a Patrol that first 
observes another, challenges promptly— after the manner 
of a Sentry. The other party answers and gives up the 
countersign. The Non-commissioned Officer of this 
party then demands the Patrol — thus both are assured 
whether all is ri^t or not. The Non-commissioned 
Officers go back to their Officers and report. The 
privates in front remaining at the ** Charge," during 
their absence now shoulder, by word of command — and 
the Non-commissioned Officer who first challenged, 
gives the word '^ Pass Bxtrol,'' '^AlVs Wellj" both parties 
tiien pursue their route. 

A chain of Sentries when attacked, acts exactly as a 
line of Skirmishers, firing, retiring, and closing on the 
Piquet without clouding its fi:ont. 

When Sentries armed with short rifles, challenge, 
tibyoy fix swords, and unfix when the party has passed. 

It is recommended, that the instructions contained in 
the foregoing pages be given in several lessons, as much 
time would be occupied in going through all at one time 
iHirtil the Non-commissioned Officers and men attain a 
certain amount of knowledge. 

The instructions in the IField Exercise Book from 
page 247 to 2^55, must be carefully read and studied by 
Officers and Non-commissioned Officers, and their 
principles applied when at Out- Post Drill. 
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